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OCAL UNION delegates should attnd 

It is the desire and request. of the- 
International Union that they stamp. 
Bodies and elsewhere, the Industrial : 
aims to destroy the very. foundation on: which In 
hood is founded. Why’ are we alarmed over: favement? pox vero | 
we know before it can be destroyed ‘it do a great deal of 
through misinformation. Next, we know our: 
become confused because of lack of unde i n: 
listen to the plausible blabbering of the Gavemstes’ of this 
which is only the stepchild of the One rin Union, the I. 
other radical movements which raised their heads for a - “the 
died. We have no fault to find with men who differ cae us in opinion. J 
What we do find fault with is the attempt to destroy the renrperes of 
the American Federation of Labor and the eegagmamey and 
rights of our International Union. 


i i 


WE uL, nearly every local union in the Internationa! has. agreed ‘to go 
along with the amendment to the Constitution which compels loca! 
unions to raise their dues so that they will not beJess than $2.00 a month, 
per member, if they desire to remain in affiliation and obtain’ the. benefits 
of the International. Some few unions were slow to adopt this law. The 
General Executive Board ruled that there could not be any quibbling on 
this point. The Board fully understands the intent of. the SConventsan: ‘in 
adopting this law, which is meant to save local unions from acid . 
bankrupt when trouble surrounds them. 


Tyr 


UR BUSINESS AGENTS in New York, Chicago, and other places must 
be exceptionally careful in dealing with interstate traffic, The Em- 
ployers’ Association, backed by the Merchants’ Association and the Truck- 
ing Companies are endeavoring to use the Federal Government to bring: 
our unions under control or to destroy the efficiency of our unions.» 


TTT 


HE several splendid unions in Chicago, deincebe connected with an 

independent union, which have returned to the International are 
making great progress and this is giving the General Executive Board 
considerable satisfaction. Those unions—almost all of them—have’ in- 
creased their membership and are now: building up their finances to ‘the 
end that they may be able to help a mentber stricken with illness or whose 
family may have been stricken with death. All the officers of those loea! 
unions, without exception, express happiness in their affiliation ute 4 
International Union and with the American Federation: of. 
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The Poor Fault Finders 


The “NRA Brothers” in many 
places are finding fault with every- 
thing being done in the local unions. 
They are not satisfied with their 
wages obtained through wage scales 
by the officers, although they have 
almost doubled their wages in 
many places since they “come in.” 
They are not satisfied with their 
hours which have been substantially 
reduced. And they just go around 
deploring the way the union has 
been run by the local officers and 
sometimes by the _ International. 
Those poor boys certainly are suffer- 
ing and go home from the meeting 
thoroughly disgusted with the way 
everything has been done or not 
done. It is just awful to think how 
they worry themselves almost into 
sickness and distress. It has been 
reported to me that in many in- 
stances some of these good brothers 
have gotten fallen arches resulting in 
cold feet, they are so thoroughly dis- 
tressed at the way the union affairs 
are handled and at the fact that they 
have not quadrupled their wages and 
reduced their hours to six per day 
because they have paid in about a 
year’s dues to the local union and re- 
ceived about twenty times what they 
paid in in wages alone. Those dear 
brothers just can’t believe that it 
was possible that we could have run 
this organization since 1900 and run 
it quite successfully without them. 
They never can be made to believe— 

(Continued on Page 16) 
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REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE GENERAL - 
EXECUTIVE BOARD HELD IN MIAMI, FLORIDA, a 


BEGINNING JANUARY 23, 1936 pre 
| be 


The General Executive Board held its regular annual meeting in aa 


Miami, Florida, opening on January 23, in the Everglades Hotel. All mem- tion 
bers of the Board were present. One reason for holding the meeting in Th 
Miami was because of the intense cold in the Central States and because 


many of our Board members are getting along in years and a bad cold, = 
bringing on pneumonia, might become a serious condition. But the main a 
reason for holding our meeting in Miami was that the Executive Council dic 


of the American Federation of Labor—of which the General President is an 
a member—was also holding its two weeks’ session in that city and there re ) 
were many important matters touching our Organization which had to | 





be discussed with the members of the Executive Council and the many | 0 
Labor Officials who were present at the Council meeting. 4 one 
During the meeting of our General Executive Board a conference | 
was held with the representatives of the Brewery Workers, as per in- | , 
structions of the last Convention of the American Federation of Labor. | Cor 
Although the representatives from both sides met twice in two sessions | | 
and although the greatest friendliness and-freedom of expression | a 
obtained, no change has taken place in the situation. The representatives M: 
of the Brewery Workers stated that they had no power to change the Int 


decision of their Board and their membership, which meant in substance Bos 
that they could not and would not agree to abide by the jurisdictional . 
decisions of the Conventions of the American Federation of Labor, which 
granted to the International Brotherhood of Teamsters jurisdiction over | Oct 
all drivers, chauffeurs and helpers employed by breweries and distributing | 


sufi 


1 
plants of breweries. The representatives of the Brewery Workers stated | pe 
that they were having a Convention of their International Union in = 
September of this year and that of course the whole matter would have | on 
to be handled by that Convention, and instructions would be given to the | Lal 
officers to carry out the policies enunciated and laid down by the Conven- | lab 
tion. We hope and trust that the Convention of the United Brewery | nae 
Workers will decide to obey the decisions and mandates of the American | ven 


Federation of Labor and respect the jurisdiction of the International | .,., 
Brotherhood of Teamsters and Chauffeurs. If such a proceeding took ‘ns 
place our International Union would be prepared and would give guaran- | nee 
tees that we would help the Brewery Workers in every possible manner | te | 
to organize the unorganized breweries, to work hand in hand with them in | Pre 
the large cities in the obtaining of better conditions for their members | am 
employed inside the breweries by entering into a joint agreement with | 
them not to deliver or haul any products of breweries where they were | 
having trouble with wage scales applying to their jurisdiction over inside | fou 
workers. We further made statements that we would agree to inaugurate | bef 
a national policy helping the national brewery owners to bring all the to 1 


pressure possible through the power of the American Federation of Labor | wh. 
on the next administration, to the end that a reduction in taxes would | ‘t@ 
obtain which would bring down the enormous taxation on the products : dist 
of breweries. The tax at the present time on every barrel of beer is | 
somewhere around five dollars. Until this tax is reduced the consumption / my 


of beer will not be anywhere near what it ought to be. It will be impossible 
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for brewery owners to pay a just wage to their’ inside workers, but if 
this tax was reduced to four or three dollars the reduction would enable 
wholesalers and retailers to reduce to the consumer the price of brewery 
products, with the result that greater consumption would obtain and 
better wages would undoubtedly result. The representatives of the 
Brewery Workers gave this proposition of ours serious thought but again 
reiterated the statement that they had no power to concede our jurisdic- 
tion or to abide by the decisions of the American Federation of Labor. 
The conferences ended in friendliness but, as stated above, with a greater 
determination on both sides to fight it out. We, your General Executive 
Board, now repeat to you our previous statements that every driver, 
chauffeur and helper working on a brewery truck comes under our juris- 
diction and it is your duty to go out and use every legal means in your 
power to bring them into our organization. Certainly we can take care 
of their interests and give them opportunities for re-employment, if they 
lose their jobs, greater than they have at the present by transferring 
into any of the other sixteen branches of our craft where truck drivers 
are employed. 


William English Walling appeared before the General Executive Board 
and painted a picture of the persecuted labor men and their families in 
Germany. Many of those former leaders of Labor have been driven out 
of Germany, many of them have been killed, all of them persecuted and 
on the starvation lines. And the Workers Relief Committee, of which 
Matthew Woll is chairman, has delegated Mr. Walling to appear before 
International Conventions of Labor in this country and the Executive 
Board meetings of Labor, and appeal for funds. A report of the awful 
suffering and persecution of the Labor men of Germany was made to the 
American Federation of Labor Convention held in Atlantic City in 
October, 1935, and the Convention unanimously endorsed a resolution 
calling for financial relief from labor unions of our country to help the 
persecuted, suffering labor men of Germany. The report and statements 
show that many of those men, for no crime whatever, have been secretly 
destroyed, openly murdered, and in other ways gotten rid of, and that the 
Labor Movement of Germany, which at one time was one of the strongest 
labor organizations in the world, has been totally destroyed. Those state- 
ments are contained in the printed report of the Committee to the Con- 
vention of the American Federation of Labor. The monies obtained are 
sent to the Secretary of the British Trade Union Congress and from 
there is properly and carefully and judiciously expended where it is most 
needed. The International Union voted the sum of one thousand dollars 
to help in this great movement with the power granted to the General 
President and General Secretary-Treasurer to contribute the same 
amount next year if the condition was unchanged. 


Spencer Miller of the Workers Educational Bureau, an institution 
founded and backed by the American Federation of Labor, appeared 
before the General Executive Board, made a brilliant talk and asked us 
to increase our yearly contribution to that institution. Spencer Miller is 
a graduate of Columbia University, a high-class gentleman who under- 
stands the Labor Movement from the point of view of the workers. He is 
distributing the proper information through the radio and through litera- 
ture, describing the principles and purposes of Labor and offsetting as 
much as it is possible for his Bureau to offset it, the dangerous doctrine 


| of the Communists. Our International Union has been contributing two 
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hundred and fifty dollars per year to this Bureau. Many other organiza- 
tions, especially the Miners and the Lady Garment Workers, contribute as 
high as one thousand dollars a year. There are, however, many labor 
organizations that are financially unable to contribute anything. There 
are others who, I am sorry to say, cannot see the necessity of this Bureau 
and cannot appreciate its value to the workers and to the Labor Move- 
ment, and they contribute nothing. The General Executive Board voted 
to increase our contribution yearly to five hundred dollars. 

The next question before the Board was the revocation of the charter 
of Local 107, Over-the-Road Truck Drivers of Philadelphia. The Gen- 
eral President stated that Brother McGlone, representing the local union, 
was present and he had with him an attorney, Mr. Wood, of the firm of 
Alvord and Alvord. The Board agreed to hear their case and to permit 
Mr. Wood to be present at the hearing, although this was unusual; that 
is, to have lawyers appear before the Board. Our local unions are expected 
to present their own cases. It was not permitted, however, that a steno- 
graphic report be taken of the proceedings. There also appeared in this 
case two representatives of Local 470 and a representative of the Joint 
Council, Mr. Backus, who is a member of the Bakery Drivers of that 
city. Those individuals substantiated every statement made by the Gen- 
eral President as to the actions of Local 107. The General President 
explained to the Board that on several occasions the Constitution had 
been violated by Local 107 and that they had trespassed on the juris- 
dictional rights of other local unions. After two lengthy hearings on this 
matter a settlement was obtained whereby Local 107 pledged itself 
over the signatures of its representative, Mr. McGlone, and _ its 
legal representative, Mr. Wood, to obey the laws of the International 
Union in the future and to abide by the decisions and orders of the 
General Executive Officers. A signed agreement was obtained and 
upon such action the Board—although it had taken definite action prior 
to this—decided to return Local 107 to full membership and affilia- 
tion. ._This ended for the time being, at least, a rather delicate 
situation that would undoubtedly have caused considerable trouble 
for the membership, including that of Local 107, in the City of 
Philadelphia. 

Local 355 of Baltimore, Maryland, sent in a lengthy report as to its 
condition and its need for help in order to maintain its existence in 
Baltimore. The report mainly dealt with the history of the local union 
and in substance was asking for help from outside local unions, such as 
Philadelphia, Newark, Jersey City and New York City, to the end that 
contracting over-the-road team owners who were unfair to the local union 
in Baltimore would not receive countenance or assistance in any way in 
the several cities where they were hauling freight from Baltimore. Vice- 
President Cashal of New York City and Vice-President Conlin of New 
Jersey discussed the situation and explained the conditions in their city. 
Vice-President Cashal especially emphasized the fact that Local 807 had 
been rendering all the help it could but at the present time was engaged 
in legal proceedings and they had to proceed slowly and carefully. The 
Board decided there was nothing it could do in issuing direct orders to the 
local unions outside of Baltimore in this case, but that the situation be 


explained by the Vice-Presidents on their return, and that the Business | 
Agent of the local union in Baltimore continue his efforts to seek the | 
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' goodwill and co-operation of the local unions in the cities where they 
is | could be of most help. 


yr The question of the contract for the printing of the Journal for the 
re | next five years was taken up. The General President stated it was cus- 
Wu tomary to ask for bids after the Convention. There were two bidders and 
e- the contract was awarded to the Bookwalter-Ball-Greathouse Printing 
»d Company of Indianapolis, at a somewhat lower rate than we had been 
paying up to now. This was mainly due to the fact that improved printing 
oy machinery had been installed in recent years and also the fact that our 
n- International Union could now guarantee an order every month for from 
n, eighty-five to one hundred thousand copies instead of the forty-five to 
of fifty thousand copies that could be guaranteed five years ago. 
Lit General Secretary-Treasurer Hughes brought up a matter on the 
at request of Brother Lord, Business Agent of our local union in Peoria, 
ed Illinois, relative to the forming of a Joint Council in the district covering 
0- one-third of the State of Illinois. The matter was left in the hands of the 
is General Secretary-Treasurer and General President. The general expres- 
nt sion of opinion was that the starting of such a Joint Council would not 
at be helpful at the present time. 
n- A charter application was received from the taxi cab drivers of 
nt Honolulu. This application was refused because of the distance of the 
ad country which would make it impossible for us to keep in touch with such 
is- an organization. 
his A lengthy report was made relative to the conditions in Minneapolis 
elf and the continued drive of the Communists, who are still holding together 
its a conglomeration of drivers of every description under the banner of 
nal “Teamsters Union No. 574.” Our membership of course fully under- 
the stands that the charter of Local 574 was revoked last year because of the 
ind non-payment of dues and tax to the International Union for a period of 
ior over six months, and because of the further fact that the Communists 
lia- and radicals were taking the law into their own hands and doing as they 
ate pleased. It was decided by the Board to continue the present arrange- 
rem ments in Minneapolis, which arrangements are fully understood by our 


of people in Minneapolis and by the General Executive Board. The General 
President also made a report of the work of Brother Lewis, who is 
: representing the American Federation of Labor in the City of 
its Minneapolis. 
= The question of the International Union participating, in the 
—_ interest of Labor, in the next political campaign was discussed and the 
‘hat Board decided to pursue a course which would be helpful to Labor, with 
hat full power vested in the General Executive Officers in Indianapolis to 


10n | carry out the policy outlined by the Board. It was noted at this time with 
= a great deal of surpise that for the first time in the history of the United 
ei Mine Workers, who were then holding their Convention in Washington, 
ea that they voted unanimously to devote the full power of their organization 
h y d | zmoney and men—without stint, towards the re-election of Franklin D. 
od Roosevelt. 

The The question of the Wagner Bill and its application on jurisdiction 


the | Was explained to the Board by the General President and a letter read 
1 be | from Senator Wagner. 


ness | The question of our jurisdictional trouble with the Engineers was 
the | brought up by the General President and he explained that it was im- 
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possible for him to get any definite understanding with the International © 
Officers of the Engineers on matters arising, such as in regard to road — Pres 
tractors and other new motorized vehicles used in the construction of | of t 


roads, which were taking the place of the former horse-drawn vehicles. | last 
It was also explained that the Engineers were encroaching wherever we | Gent 
were unable to keep them out, on those hauling ready-mixed cement, be- | Pres 
cause of the fact that a small lever, such as a clutch lever, was used for | not 

keeping the cement stirred up while enroute to the place of delivery. | Frar 
The members of the Board were surprised that such a condition could | Cons 
exist, but one or two places were pointed out where such a condition did | othe 
exist and where the drivers were claimed by the Engineers, especially in ~  decis 


the City of Washington. The General Executive Board decided that they ~ Oreg 
would protect our jurisdiction against the Engineers more thoroughly in 


the future if it was humanly possible to do so. And advised our member- auth 
ship to so proceed. dues 

The General President and Vice-President Cashal made a general ness. 
report of the conditions surrounding our Milk Drivers Union in New York and | 
and the attempts made—somewhat successfully—by a large milk dis- healt 
tributing corporation to destroy our Milk Drivers organization in that The | 
city, also in the City of Akron, Ohio, and several other places. The Gen- auth 


eral Executive Board gave this serious situation considerable thought 
and discussion obtained for several hours. Policies were mapped out to 


take care of the situation. Vice-President Cashal stated that in all his of a 
experience he was never double-crossed by men supposed to possess recer 
character, honesty and decency, as he was betrayed and double-crossed and | 


by the officials of this large milk distributing corporation. He stated raise 
before the Board that bribes were offered, indirectly of course, to our actio 


representatives in more than one place that they betray their union, etc. corde 
We had ample evidence that spies were employed who were holding actio 
membership in our organization and who were employed by this corpora- Exec 


tion to help create discontent and trouble within the local organization of time 
milk drivers; also ample evidence that the employes of this corporation of th 
were offered every inducement to give up their membership—and in j 
many instances were forced to give up their membership—and become out t 
part of a company union, because it is the opinion of the Management Lewi: 
that the Wagner Bill will be declared unconstitutional. We are awaiting union 
the decision of the Supreme Court on this matter. Summing the situation the C 
up, we have always been helpful to this corporation; we have never | to the 
broken a promise; we have kept our word; we have fought Communists | mitte 
and racketeers who endeavored to get control of the industry; and in | haul ; 
return we have been betrayed, willfully and maliciously double-crossed | era] ] 
by a large national corporation supposed to be governed by men of honor | attem 
and decency. As Vice-President Cashal stated, “No wonder we have | and t 
Communists.” every 

The Board granted a request for strike endorsement for twenty men | jurisd 
to Local 484, Bakery Wagon Drivers of San Francisco; also request for § on cr: 
strike to Local 553, Coal Teamsters of New York City. Since this request | Feder 
was granted and since my return to the office I have received information | dictio: 
that Local 553 has settled with their employers. such © 

The General President stated that Local 265, Taxi Cab Drivers of indus 
San Francisco, were having trouble with their employers. It was stated | dustri 
by Brother Casey that the local union had been offered an increase in | would 


wages but that at that time no settlement appeared in sight. The General : —_ 
| fact t 
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| : President stated that the local union had stated in a letter that by a vote 
* | of their local union they had refused to comply with the action of the 
last Convention and raise their dues from $1.50 to $2.00 a month. The 


. | General Executive Board approved the decision made by the General 
; President that until such time as they comply—and have complied for 
, not less than six months—with this law, that the local union in San 


Francisco—or any other local union that refuses to comply with the 
1 Constitution—not receive the endorsement of a strike, wage scale, or any 
1 other help from the International Union, as this was the action and 
n decision of the Convention of the International Union held in Portland, 
y Oregon, in September, 1935. 


n Brother Sweeney, representing Labor in Miami, Florida, asked for 
a authority to pick up the charter of Local 601, which had fallen down in 
dues and tax to the International Union and was practically out of busi- 
ul ness. Brother Sweeney informed the Board that if such action was taken 
k and such authority given him he would be able to organize a good, sound, 
- healthy organization of our craft in Miami and vicinity in a short time. 
it The General President was instructed to prepare a letter giving him such 
1- authority and give to Brother Sweeney. The order was complied with. 
a Local 25, Truck Drivers of Boston, Mass., asked for the endorsement 
i. of a strike against the team owners who were not complying with the 
- recent agreement entered into between the Team Owners’ Association 
a and Local 25. The General President stated that this local union did not 
a raise its dues on December 1, the beginning of the official year, as per the 
- action of the Convention, but had raised its dues on February 1, in ac- 
-¢., cordance with the Constitution. In view of this fact and in view of the 
1g action of the Convention and the expression of the delegates, the General 
a- Executive Board refused to grant said endorsment to Local 25 until such 


of time as they have been at least six months in compliance with the laws 
on of the International Union. 


in The General President reported on the controversy existing through- 
ne out the nation on the question of industrial unionism, led by President 
mnt Lewis of the Miners and others associated with him, and craft trade 
ng unionism, supported and maintained by an overwhelming majority of 
on the Conventions of the American Federation of Labor. It was explained 
ver | to the Board that industrial unionism as outlined by Lewis and his com- 
sts | mittee, would practically destroy our Union, as we touch every craft and 
in | haul material in and out of every establishment and industry. The Gen- 
sed | eral Executive Board went on record as unanimously condemning the 
10r | attempt made by the industrial group to destroy our International Union 
ave — and the American Federation of Labor, and determined to put forth in 

every way possible every effort, financially and otherwise, to protect the 
nen | jurisdiction rights upon which our organization is founded, which is based 
for | on craft autonomy, as given in our charter obtained from the American 
est | Federation of Labor in 1899 and reaffirmed in 1903, under which juris- 
jon | diction and craft rights no organization of Labor in the world has made 

such rapid progress as the men engaged in the teaming and trucking 
of | industry. The General Executive Board unanimously condemned the in- 
ted dustrial union group and it was their opinion that eventually no one 
. in | Would suffer except the trade unionists whose minds were somewhat 
sya] | Clouded on the issue because of the misrepresentation and because of the 
' fact that the action of the majority of the Convention of the American 
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Federation of Labor was defied by leaders of Labor who were leading F 
the industrial group. The General Executive Board further expressed ~ 
itself, and instructed the General President to so publish in the columns | 
of our Journal, that all of our delegates from all local unions attend all | 
meetings of Central Bodies and State Branches and vote against any 
attempt made to have Central Bodies or State Branches in any way 
endorse or countenance or be helpful to the industrial form of organiza- 
tion, which was a distinct violation and defiance of the decisions of the 
Conventions of the American Federation of Labor and which, if success- 
ful, would ultimately destroy our International Union. Delegates failing 
to attend such meetings while this controversy is on should be removed 
and other delegates should be substituted in their place. The condition is 
serious because of the fact that President Lewis has been given unlimited 
power in money by the Mine Workers to carry on this propaganda, even 
to the extent of paying enormous prices for radio time to reach the 
workers, organized and unorganized, of the nation and explain to them 
the wisdom and necessity of industrial unionism. 

The General Executive Board extended a dinner to the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of Labor and their wives. The 
dinner took place in the Rooney-Plaza Hotel in Miami Beach, and was 
held on the night of the President’s birthday, January 30. The General 
President invited James A. Farley, Postmaster General and Chairman of 
the National Democratic Party to be the guest of the General Executive 
Board. The dinner was a grand success. Mr. Farley attended, also those 
members of the Executive Council and their wives who remained in the 
city. Several members of the Council had to leave before the dinner. 
The music was splendid. Buddy Rogers and his orchestra, with a wonder- 
ful show, were the entertainers. Buddy Rogers and his band are all mem- 
bers of the Musicians’ International Union. Joe Weber, the National 
President of the Musicians’ Union and a member of the Executive Council, 
with Mrs. Weber were the guests of the Teamsters’ International Union. 
On several occasions during the entertainment Mr. Rogers in announcing 
the different acts emphasized the fact that the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters and the American Federation of Labor were present that 
evening, etc. Mr. Farley left several important engagements in order to 
sit down with us, and it was no small honor to our International Union 
that a man of such national importance on such a busy occasion should 
participate in dinner as the guest of our organization. 

Many other matters of great importance as to the present conditions 
and the future policies of our International Union were discussed, and 
plans for the present continued success and future progress of the organi- 
zation were mapped out by the Board before its adjournment. 

The General Executive Board adjourned its meeting in regular order 
and decided that the next meeting of the Board would be called when neces- 
sary and deemed advisable by the General President and General Secre- 
tary-Treasurer. 

Respectfully submitted, 


DANIEL J. TOBIN, 
General President. 
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(By DANIEL J. TOBIN) 










































d Tue ACTION of the United Mine Workers in deciding in their recent con- 
1e vention to admit to membership workers engaged in the processing of coal 
g. is another step towards defiance of the rights, laws, rules and jurisdiction 


ge guarantees of other International Unions. Under no strain of the imagi- 
2d nation was the United Mine Workers by their charter or jurisdictional 
is rights permitted to admit to membership anyone except those employed 
ed directly in the coal mines. 


en We also have evidence that a circular has been sent out by certain 
he officials of the Mine Workers advising their local union representatives that 
- trucks owned by the mine operators who were hauling coal directly from 
” the mines and delivering said coal in certain cities, could be admitted to 


“ membership in the organization of Mine Workers. That means clearly 
as 2nd cold-bloodedly that the Mine Workers are determined to admit truck 
al drivers into their organization—drivers who are hauling coal into the 
of cities and towns adjacent to mines. Recently we had information in this 
ive Office that the drivers of trucks coming from West Virginia and delivering 
yse coal in Washington, D. C., claimed they were members of the Mine Workers’ 
the Union. 


er. Well, this International Union has in the past never interfered with 
er-| the legitimate jurisdiction of any other union, but this is a challenge, which 


‘M-  _we accept reluctantly. Therefore, we will use every means within our 
nal power to protect our jurisdiction against the Mine Workers if they proceed 
cil, to admit truck drivers into their union who are hauling coal, coke or other 
- fuel products. Perhaps under the word “fuel” the Mine Workers might 
aad claim oil drivers. They have just as much right to do this as they have to 


hat Claim they will admit to membership those employed in gas houses distrib- 
-to  uting coke, or hauling coal a distance of fifty to one hundred miles and 
ion delivering said coal in the industrial centers, thereby depriving our coal 
uld| drivers—members of our union—of employment. 


Well, we have nothing to say against the individuals in this organization 
ions| who are creating this policy except to repeat that we will not permit an 
and infringement on our jurisdiction by this or any other organization, and I 
ani-" think that our history in the Trade Union Movement has proven that we 

have been somewhat successful in protecting our jurisdiction and in re- 
rder| specting the jurisdictional rights of other unions. We will fight fairly, but 
ces-| we will never surrender. That’s a foregone conclusion. “Lay on, MacDuff, 
cre-. and damned be he who first cries ‘Hold! Enough!’ ” (Shakespeare). 


TFT 
Tue United Mine Workers have had more assistance from the Labor Move- 


ment than any other organization connected with the American Federation 
- of Labor, and still they seem to be thoroughly dissatisfied. As far as indus- 
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trial or craft unionism is concerned there is no argument at all for us on | a - 
this question, because our organization is a craft union. Driving a truck | ; + : 
is today a craft necessitating skill, training and intelligence second to none 7 Dio th ‘ 
in any trade. In the recent cold weather it took a man of great intelligence © their 
and mechanical understanding, as well as natural instinct, to drive over | om 
the slippery streets of our cities and the roads of our country those five and | on i 


ten-ton trucks. The automobile manufacturers have accomplished won- the A 
ders but they yet have to find something to keep trucks and passenger auto- | anal 
mobiles from skidding, thereby tipping over and in many instances causing ot t] 
death. In addition to this, we are a part of every other craft because we Feder 
touch every business, hauling raw materials into manufacturing plants and the M 
hauling materials out after the products are finished. We haul every pound Moves 
of material into a building that is under construction, in which sixteen the w 
different classes of tradesmen are employed. We haul the coal into our | 4, de 
local department stores and office buildings. pore 


Who questions our right to a separate union? Answer: the industrial | go up 
trade unionists headed by four or five men, some of whom have always weigh 
enjoyed a form of industrial trade unionism in their own organizations. _ believ 
Referring again to the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, there is no in the 
union, no kind of organization that has ever done as much for its member- | by a ¢ 
ship. Why under our present form of organization we have raised the | outsid 
workers from the lowest condition of life, bordering on so-called “free slav- will b 
ery” which obtained thirty-five or forty years ago, until today the average to whe 
truck driver is earning a salary almost equal to the average doctor or’ ment ¢ 
lawyer and living just as comfortably. if Fra: 


What’s the use of arguing? You cannot convince some men that refuse | That s 
to see and when they get a hobby that there is nothing practical except When 
that which they believe in, or that which they say they believe in. This kind and th 
of industrial unionism was started here under the I. W. W. some years ago | iM ord 
by the labor leaders in the Northwest. It fell flat and did nothing but barely 
disrupt the Labor Movement, or at least weaken the Labor Movement in Labor 
many districts. The present form of industrial unionism is headed by many believe 
men of high character, but around that circle is also every radical, both it for 
Communist and Socialist, in the literary and labor world that we know of. owed 1 
The very men that have been attacking the Labor Movement for years for nately 
political and destructive purposes are now allied with the “Industrial Group.” they Ww 
In the Miners’ Union some of those that were practically expelled for de- | ®sily : 
structive tendencies against the present head of the Miners’ Union have | Case 
been called back and placed in employment by the industrial group. with th 


Certainly the writer of this article, a driver of horses when he worked, ai ggh 
a man who knows what has been done for the Labor Movement, especially lene 
his own trade, by the present form of organization, is not only bound by ia somo 
his beliefs to fight against industrial unionism, but he is instructed unani- the Mi 
mously by the membership of his Union to use the power and resources of passag 
the International Union to prevent any encroachments on the jurisdiction | tp, NR 
of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters by the industrial group. It 
It is a foolish thing to be a prophet in these days but I venture to say this, | 


‘the m 
after thirty-five years of experience as a Labor official: that this industrial | ‘ 
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bug will blow up in time as have other such “isms” and bugs flown away. 
The pity of it is that before it does extinguish itself it will cause a lot of 
misery, a lot of sorrow, a lot of division, and an enormous amount of injury 
to the workers. I feel, honestly, that the Miners are in danger because of 
their actions in the recent convention, especially in espousing this industrial 
form of organization outside of their own union, and also in advocating 
or in contemplating or in giving power to their officers to withdraw from 
the American Federation of Labor. We are not going to argue here the 
question of the political declarations of the Miners. That is their affair. 
But this we do say: that weakening the present structure of the American 
Federation of Labor by an insinuated threat to withdraw is going to injure 
the Miners, and outside of their own officers there is no man in the Labor 
Movement has greater respect or greater admiration for the Miners than 
the writer. I have lived with them for many years in close intimacy from 
the days of John Mitchell; I have been one who has addressed their con- 
ventions in previous years on more than one occasion; I have watched them 
go up and down, fight and lose and fight again and win, and it is not without 
weighing the situation carefully that I am expressing the opinion that I 
believe they are making the most desperate mistake they have ever made 
in their life if they pursue the policy of splitting up the Labor Movement 
by a continuation of putting forth the policy of industrial trade unionism 
outside the coal mining trade. I hope not, but I feel that the Guffey Bill 
will be declared unconsitutional. This will throw the Miners back again 
to where they were a short time ago. There will be no time for the enact- 
ment of legislation in place of the Guffey Act. The next session of Congress, 
if Franklin D. Roosevelt is elected, will give such legislation serious thought. 
That session will open up shortly after the inauguration in January, 1937. 
When the Guffey Bill was put through it necessitated and required the help 
and the pleadings of every man in Labor with certain members of the Senate 
in order to get the Act passed. Then it only won out by just a few votes, 
barely enough to pass the law. Several Senators voted on the request of 
Labor men and the Federation of Labor for the Bill, although they did not 
believe in it. This is the report that comes to me. In other words, they did 
it for Labor—not for the Miners but for Labor. Some of those Senators 
owed nothing whatever to the President of the Miners because unfortu- 
nately he had not seen the light then and he was opposed to them when 
they were candidates for the Senate. Senators are human and they do not 
easily forget. When the next bill comes up to substitute for the Guffey Bill 
in case the Guffey Bill is declared unconstitutional, you can rest assured that 
with the bitterness now obtaining and with the split brought about in the 
Labor Movement—which rightfully or wrongfully is credited to the Presi- 
dent of the Miners’ Union—that Labor will not go as far as it did before 
towards helping in the enactment of other coal mining legislation. If there 
is no coal mining legislation adopted to substitute for the Guffey Bill, then 
the Miners’ Union will be in the same position they were prior to the 
passage of the NRA and again prior to the passage of the Guffey Bill after 


'the NRA was set aside by the courts. 


It seems to me from my humble experience that instead of antagonizing 
the majority of Labor and refusing to go along with the decisions of the 
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Federation conventions, that it would be more in the interest of the Miners — Brot} 
to harmonize and work in close co-operation with all men of Labor, to the © our ¢ 
end that Labor might be a unit in endeavoring to have enacted legislation | jg pra 
in place of the Guffey Bill. Of course, I may be wrong in my analysis, but whick 
this is the opinion of one who has had many years of experience fighting | jndus 
in the battle fields of Labor. 


Referring again to the experiences of industrial unionism, might I state 

for the benefit of our membership that the Miners have had almost an | 
absolute industrial form of organization granted them in 1898 by the Pitts- | 47 W 
burgh Convention of the American Federation of Labor, and on more than livere 
one occasion, even under the industrial form of organization, they have Senat 
been almost rendered helpless. In 1931 and 1932, as a result of unemploy- Supre 
ment and the cutting of prices due to the lack of consumption, the Miners) 4Fré si 
were in very bad shape. The NRA brought them back. Might I also venture speak 
to say that under the form of organization charter granted to the automo- Ss 
bile workers ninety-eight and one-half per cent of the workers employed in| for th 
automobile factories can now be admitted into one organization. A little men v 
more than one per cent, which comprises the skilled mechanics, would be | farm 
required to belong to their respective organizations, such as the electricians, | Senat« 
machinists, truck drivers outside the plants, and plumbers within the plants. | a Con; 
Out of every one hundred employees working in the Ford factory, ninety-| that | 
eight and one-half per cent of them could belong to the Automobile Workers’ Mover 
Union. Do you think for one moment that if the other one and one-half and m 
per cent were thrown in that Henry Ford could be organized? My answer the Se 
is, “Not on your life.” You will never be able to organize Ford until the) unani1 
laws compel him to do business with the union, and when we go that far again 
we are bringing about a dangerous condition for the workers, because if and co 
the laws can make an employer do one thing they can make a union do| Labor 
another thing, as has been demonstrated in Italy, Germany and Russia. only b 
You cannot organize the thousands of girls working in a large deparment comes 
store in New York City while there are twenty girls looking for the job of | Federa 
everybody inside the store, even though you had industrial unionism. the fat 


The torch of industrial unionism is a foolish phantom held out to the a 


unthinking workers and it is having a serious effect on their minds, creating i. 

much confusion because of the false propaganda that is going with it. If a le 
we would concentrate our efforts as a whole with the honest men in political he : ” 
life towards reducing the work week and the work day and spread employ- Di res 
ment through legislation and through economic power, we would then be Ne _ 
able to organize the multi-millionaire corporations who now fight us, using ned 

the unemployed against us, in conjunction with the political machinery in egy 
many districts. Industrial trade unionism reads well to those who do not 4 
understand it, but it has been tried, it has been proved a failure, and even tee | 
if it were adopted we could not organize the unorganized under present ater 


conditions and we would weaken the present structure built up by the undecic 
, : , outside 
many craft unions. We advise our delegates to attend meetings of the people 


Central Bodies and to attend the Conventions of the State Branches and he anit 
to use every means in their power to stamp out wherever possible the awful | 
serpent of industrial trade unionism that would destroy this International) 
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Brotherhood and weaken the entire structure of the Labor Movement in 
our country. Bear this is mind, that with the exception of England there 
is practically no other Labor Movement in the world, and the countries in 


which the Movement has been destroyed have enjoyed absolute forms of 
industrial unionism. 


OFF 


Ir WAS certainly wholesome and encouraging to read the address de- 
livered by Senator George Norris from Nebraska, on the floor of the 
Senate February 12, on what he termed the “encroaching power” of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. It also gave us hope to know there 
are still men in the Senate of the United States with the courage to 
speak up. 

Senator Norris is a Progressive Republican who has always fought 
for the masses of the common people. He comes from a state where the 
men who toil with their hands are in the majority, working in field and 
farm and in the growing industrial cities of that progressive state. 
Senator Norris, having served about thirty-four years in Washington as 
a Congressman and Senator, has made a declaration, carried in the Press, 
that he would not be a candidate for re-election this fall. The Labor 
Movement of the country, believing that he is one of its staunchest friends 
and most courageous champions, cannot afford to lose George Norris in 
the Senate. The Executive Council in its meeting in Miami in January, 
unanimously adopted a resolution requesting Senator Norris to once 
again make the sacrifice in behalf of the nation and especially the toilers 
and consent to be a candidate for the Senate. In all my experience as a 
Labor Official, running over a period of thirty years, there has perhaps 
only been one or two instances of such action. The other instance that 
comes to my mind was when I was serving as Treasurer of the American 
Federation of Labor, in the case of the late Senator Robert M. LaFollette, 
the father of the present Senator. It is very difficult to ask George Norris, 
who is getting pretty well along in years, to make this sacrifice. He needs 
his few last remaining years to rest up, to hold and conserve the strength 
he has, and no one can deny but what he is entitled to it. Yes, he is 
entitled to more. He is entitled to a monument for the unselfish service 
he has rendered the American people. Acting as Chairman of the Labor 
Division of the National Democratic Committee with headquarters in 
New York, and being closely in touch with the campaign of Franklin 
Roosevelt in 1932, I can say now that there was no man in all of the 
great men that helped in that election that rendered greater service to 
Franklin Roosevelt than George Norris. One address that he gave during 
that campaign electrified the workers and the people generally who were 
undecided as to how to vote, made up their minds immediately. But 
outside and beyond all that, he has ever been faithful to the common 


people. He has never shirked a duty, and he has never failed to answer 
the call of Organized Labor. 
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REPORT OF GENERAL PRESIDENT 
(Continued) 
Jurisdiction 


It has been my duty (and a most trying and unpleasant duty) to be 
engaged continuously since my advent into office in jurisdictional disputes 
with other International Unions. This is mainly due to the composition 
of our organization, as we touch every craft and every industry. Our 
members are on the job before the foundation stone of a building is laid 
and remain until its completion; we haul the raw material into a news- 
paper office and we deliver the finished product. As a result we are in a 
more conspicuous position with other trades than any other International 
Union. From the very beginning I have had to lead the battle for the 
preservation of our jurisdiction and it has gone on down all those years 
in which I have served. Within the last two or three years it has again 
become very bitter and is demanding from me and from you every ounce 
of energy and strategy within us to protect the fundamental jurisdiction 
rights guaranteed us by our charter. 

In 1907 when I became the General President of this organization, 
we were confronted with the jurisdiction question between ourselves and 
the Brewery Workers. That went on for a few years until breweries 
became practically extinct at the advent of Prohibition. We had our juris- 
dictional troubles with the Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union, and I am happy to say that many of the members of that 
organization are now members of our Union and peace and harmony 
prevail between the two organizations, and those men would not change 
places and go back to the other organization because they have not only 
doubled their wages but they have doubled their membership in the 
Bakery Drivers’ and Salesmen’s Unions now affiliated and chartered by 
our International Union. Next came our controversy with the Laundry 
Workers’ Union, who in many places had laundry drivers in their organi- 
zation, and that condition has been cleared up. Next came our controversy 
with the Street Car Men and we cleaned that_up and now there is an 
understanding and agreement between the two International Unions. 
Next we had a jurisdictional dispute with the Iron Workers who demanded 
the loading and unloading of all heavy iron and steel and other metal 
products, such as boilers, tanks, etc., and we obtained a decision from the 
American Federation of Labor clarifying and giving us jurisdiction over 
this work, which rightfully belonged to us. Now we are having some 
trouble with the Engineers over the motor driven vehicle which is a 
tractor engaged in road work. We reached an agreement with their 
former President, Mr. Huddell, who has since passed away, whereby we 
agreed that all tractors on road and leveling work of over fifty horse 
power should belong to the Engineers and all such equipment fifty horse 
power and under should belong to us. The present head of the Engineers’ 
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International Union seems to question this agreement and desires tobf Labor 
modify same. This we do not intend to do and this controversy may leadjyy grive 
to disturbing and unpleasant situations where there is road work,hstance; 


especially now when so much construction and road work is contemplated 


by our state and national governments. We hope, however, that we will be} 


brewe 
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able to reach a workable understanding with this organization. The 
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen endeavored to cut into our over-the- 
road freight haulers. It was very disturbing for a while, but we reached 
an agreement with them about a year ago. 


e Next comes the case of the Brewery Workers. When Prohibition 
s | went out this misunderstanding which had existed for years, lying 
n | dormant until the abolishment of Prohibition, again appeared in the fore- 
r | ground. Both organizations, with the Labor Movement in general, fought 
id | for the elimination of Prohibition or the repeal of the Eighteenth Amend- 
s-| ment from the Constitution of the United States. During the years of 
a | Prohibition we helped the Brewery Workers every way we could to main- 
gl|tain their organization. Their membership had run down from an 
re | average of forty-five thousand before Prohibition, to less than fifteen thou- 
rs sand during the years 1930 and 1931. In this membership were soft 
en drink workers, cereal workers, yeast workers, and others. The drivers 
ce | Were practically eliminated from their membership. After the inaugura- 
tion of the present administration and the Eighteenth Amendment was 
repealed, I engaged in conference with the officers of the Brewery Workers 
in our office, and endeavored to reach an agreement that all inside workers 
MN, | would be their rightful jurisdiction and all drivers, chauffeurs and helpers 
ndjwould be the jurisdiction of our International Union, the same as in 
leS every other trade or calling. The Brewery Workers, to my surprise, re- 
1S-}Ifused to agree to this. We then went to the Executive Council of the 
1a-|}American Federation of Labor and asked that our jurisdiction be con- 
firmed by the Council granting us jurisdiction over drivers, chauffeurs 
NY jand helpers employed by breweries and brewery agencies. The Executive 
1g }Council in May, 1933, granted us this jurisdiction. The Brewery Workers 
/jappealed from this decision to the Convention of the American Federa- 
theltion of Labor which was held in Washington, D. C., in 1933. That Con- 
Yjvention, after discussing the matter for a whole day, overwhelmingly 
dry lecided in favor of our organization. Later on President Green was in- 
‘Nl-istructed to call a conference between the contending parties, and that was 
rsy held in Cincinnati in the headquarters of the Brewery Workers and pre- 
an}ided over by President Green. For two days we remained in conference 
MS.f4nd the Brewery Workers did not budge an inch. They submitted the 
juestion to their membership and although the officers promised to remain 
neutral on the question, they did not keep their promise and as a result the 
the membership, including inside and outside workers in breweries, voted by 
verb large majority to reject the decision of the Convention of the American 
omeFederation of Labor, the parent body that had chartered both Interna- 
iS @fional Unions. After this the Brewery Workers again appealed to the 
heirfonvention of the Federation, which was technically against the laws of 
| Wethe Federation, but they were permitted to discuss the matter and again 
ors€that Convention, held in San Francisco in October, 1934, reaffirmed the 
orsefecision. Again the Brewery Workers refused to abide by the decision 
ers ind are now continuing to fight the decision of the American Federation 
s toif Labor and to deprive us of our lawful jurisdiction, and are persecuting 
leadjur drivers engaged on brewery trucks everywhere possible, and in many 
rork,hstances have pulled out their inside workers against our union drivers 
atedin brewery trucks. 

11 bel: (To be continued) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

although it is a fact—that it took an 
act of Congress, the power of the 
whole government, to drive them 
into the union. And some of them 
will not believe this; that since the 
Act was declared unconstitutional 
many of the dear boys have quit us 
and left us to continue the battle. 
And the truth is that if a few more 
of them would leave they would not 
injure the union very much, although 
the effort and the aim and the object 
and the continued perseverance of 
the International Union and the local 
unions will be to organize the un- 
organized members of our craft. At 
the same time we want those dear 
brothers to know that the tail is not 
going to wag the dog; that they 
cannot tip things over in a day that 
it has taken us years to build up. 





Deadline Has Been Set for 
Truck Registration 


A warning to bus and truck opera- 
tors that they must register with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission be- 
fore February 12, was issued by the 
commission recently. So far, less 
than 2,000 of the estimated 200,000 
highway carriers subject to Uncle 
Sam’s control have applied for ICC 
registration. 

A fine of $100 for the first day of 
operation without a license and $500 
for each succeeding day faces motor 
carriers after the deadline, the com- 
mission pointed out. 





Senate Bill Bans Employer 
Coercion of Workers’ Votes 


Washington, D. C.—Challenging 
the alleged intention of many em- 
ployers to use their control of work 
opportunities to influence the votes of 
working men and women in the 
coming national elections, the Senate 
passed and sent to the House of Repre- 


sentatives a bill severely penalizir 
any and all methods designed to a 
complish this subversive object. 

The measure makes it unlawful fo 
“any person or corporation to infl 
ence or attempt to influence, throug 
fear or intimidation” the votes 
employes in the elections for Pres 
dent, Senate or House of Rep 
sentatives. 

Corporate or individual employe 
found guilty of violating the 
would be subject to fines rangif 
from $1,000 to $5,000. 





Filene Still Appeals to 
Capitalism 


With fine courage and unflaggi 
optimism, Edward A. Filene, wealt 
Boston merchant, goes about 
country pleading with the represent 
tives of capitalism to repent and 
form while they still have a chance 
attain salvation. Here’s his laté 
statement, given out at Madise¢ 
Wisconsin: 

“Tt must be hammered into 
minds of American bankers and 
dustrialists that WAGES MUST @ 
UP before buying-power can incre 
and prosperity can return. 

“America must create its own 
kets, because no new markets will 
opened in Europe for the next 10 
15 years. RAISING WAGES 
THIS COUNTRY IS THE BE 
WAY OF CREATING OUR OV 
MARKETS. If wages were rais 
consumers in this country would 
able to absorb a productivity dou 
that of the 1929 peak. 

“I am a capitalist, and I believe 
capitalism; but I believe in a reform 
capitalism, not that of the pre 
day. One hundred years from nd 
today’s paradox of starvation in 
midst of plenty will be inconceivab 

Unfortunately, the representati 
of capitalism are so busy with 
fleshpots of reviving prosperity t 
they have no time for economic trut 











| Roenon s Levies coming into the General Office are uc 
waste basket’ by orders of the General Officers. They never. 


ach the : on of the officers, as the sere Sana and secretaries ° 
dave fad ‘aaige instructions. 
ae ee eee 


By THERE is‘any delay in receiving answers to lettérs addressed to 
the General President, bear in mind that he is-out of Headquarters 
out two thirds of his time and while arrangements have been made for 
rother “Gillespie to answer all regular routine mail, anything of a very 
vious-or important nature which demands.an answer from the General 
resident, personally, has to await his return. 


Ye 


T THE MEETING of the Executive Council-of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor which the writer attended, being a member of said 
body, all heads of International Unions were instructed to strongly advise 
heir locals to stamp out in every way possible the serious menace of the 
hew doctrine. of Industrial Unionism. Our* International Union “is 
specially interested and therefore we request you to watth out for any 
ttempt made in Central Bodies, and Labor Bodies of every description, 
o inject: this doctrine. Local officers or members of our local unions 
ould not, under:any circumstances, attend méetinigs called by this group. 


FY. 


T HAS required all the patience, strategy, enérgy and mechanical 
f understanding-for a driver of a motor truck to be able to handle his 
machine during the past month or six weeks, because as far as we can 
emember we never before had such weather, Continuous cold with the 
oads covered with ice has made driving very dangerous and the lives: 
bf our members have been risked every hour of the day. Then, who will 
ay, we do. not earn our salaries and who will say that any ordinary indi- 
idual-ean handle a motor-powered vehicle with the changes in our cli-. 
matic conditions .and with the fact that we have, to contend with two or 
hree million half-wits driving in our streets and on our roads every day 


m the week. 
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HE ONLY WAY to stay in the Labor Movement is to do one’s duty, 
‘Officers of locals, “‘play the game square” as you are doing in most 


mstances, and you will continue to have the confidence and support of 
our’membership. 


i 
HE “Come Lately Boys,” who got into the Union a short time ago, and 


who want: to revolutionize everything cannot understand how we run 
d built up this organization for years without them. 
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INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD 
of TEAMSTERS, CHAUFFEURS | 
STABLEMEN ‘and HELPERS | 
of America 








Wear the Emblem of Our 
Organization 


ADVERTISE THE BUTTON AND EMBLEM 


Button, Cuff Button and Watch Fob 
Sold by the General Office 


THE PRICES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 


Buttons . i .« $ .25 apiece 
Cuff Buttons . 1,00 a pair 
Watch Charms 1.50 apiece 
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All ovdevs should be sone theiadeh the Shbebaaek at the Bikeal Unie se 
THOMAS L. HUGHES, Secretary : 
og EAST MICHIGAN STREET INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 























